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Labor Law Enforcement, 33 Cal.2d 861, 864 [ 206
P.2d 368]; Colli
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their services; that Matthew Katz has not allowed
complainants to inspect the books and records
maintained by Matthew Katz with respect to fees
earned by the complainants; that Matthew Katz
has and continues to obtain payments intended for
one or more of the above complainants and has
cashed checks intended for one or more of the
above complainants for his own use and benefit."

3 Section 1700.5, as pertinent here, provides:

"No person shall engage in or carry on the

occupation of an artists' manager without

first procuring a license therefor from the

Labor Commissioner."

4 Section 1700.23, as pertinent here,

provides: "Every artists' manager shall

submit to the Labor Commissioner a form

or forms of contract to be utilized by such

artists' manager in entering into written

contracts with artists for the employment

of the services of such artists' managers by

such artists, and secure the approval of the

Labor Commissioner thereof."

Katz appeared and filed his answer to the petition,
in which he objected to the jurisdiction of the
Labor Commissioner and *353  denied that he had
agreed to act, or that he was or had been acting, as
an artists' manager.

353

On October 21, 1966 while the Labor
Commissioner proceedings were pending,
petitioners filed an action against Katz in the
superior court, seeking relief, among other things,
that Katz be restrained from proceeding before the
arbitration association.

In the superior court action Katz appeared and
moved the court to order petitioners to arbitrate as
provided by the contracts, and to restrain the
proceedings before the Labor Commissioner.
Petitioners opposed Katz' motion contending that
a bona fide controversy existed before the Labor
Commissioner as to whether Katz had agreed to
act, and had been acting as their artists' manager,
and as to the legality and validity of the contracts.
They contended that the language of the contracts

"you have not offered, or attempted or promised to
obtain employment or engagements for me, etc."
was but a subterfuge to conceal the fact that Katz
did act, and had agreed to act, as an artists'
manager. Evidence was introduced by petitioners
in support of their contentions. Katz offere�　 acof �　 co  �Kben  e tract d theing ha- a i' �　tࠀ
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The Act, section 1700.3, defines "licensee" as an
"artists' manager which holds a valid, unrevoked,
and unforfeited license. . . ." Section 1700.4
defines "artists' manager" (see fn. 2, ante).

Certain sections, i.e., 1700.17, 1700.19, 1700.21,
1700.42, 1700.43, refer to licensee in such context
that the word can reasonably apply only to a
licensed artists' manager. Other sections, including
those which are the subject of the Petition to
Determine Controversy, refer to artists' manager in
such manner that they apply reasonably to both
licensed and unlicensed artists' managers. The Act
thus refers to and covers two classes of persons,
"licensees" who are artists' managers with valid
licenses, and "artists' managers" who may or may
not be so licensed.

>�@ "`It is well settled that a legislative body has
the power within reasonable limitations to
prescribe legal definitions of its own language,
and when an act passed by it embodies a definition
it is binding on the courts.'" ( Application of
Monrovia Evening Post, 199 Cal. 263, 269-270 [
248 P. 1017]; see also People v. Western Air Lines,
Inc., 42 Cal.2d 621, 638 [ 268 P.2d 723]; In r�က e@�  
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legislative act the point made by appellant that
this action was prematurely brought must be
sustained." (Italics added.)

6 Although the Act says "`the parties

involved shall refer the matters in dispute'"

it is sufficient if one of the parties shall

submit the controversy. (See Bess v. Park,

144 Cal.App.2d 798, 805 [ 301 P.2d 978].)

The holding of Collier Wallis, Ltd. v. 
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